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THE PRIDE IS BACK IN THE JERSEY! NOW THE REAL WORK CONTINUES  
The next phase of the Down Consulta-

tive process gets underway in The 

Canal Court Hotel, Newry on Tues-

day, 2nd of July and Wednesday, 

3rd of July .  
 

This is a real chance for you to play 

your part in the future development of 

Gaelic Football within our county.  

 

The response to date to the presenta-

tion has been excellent and attendanc-

es have been good at all centers.  

 

We look forward to seeing the Gaels 

of Down in Newry on Tuesday and 

Wednesday making a worthwhile con-

tribution to ensuring that the future is 

Red and Black.  

Back Row:   Paddy McNally, Liam Morgan, Cormac Flynn, Kevin McGarry, Michael Ennis,  

  Gareth Johnston, Paul Braniff, Stephen Keith, Fintan Conway, Michael Turley,  

  Ben Toner, Conor Woods, Chris Teague, Johnny McCusker and Donal Hughes 

Front Row:    Graham Clarke, Connor Dorrian, Scott Nicholson, Brett Nicholson,  

  Matthew Conlon, Conor O Prey, Danny Toner, Paul Sheehan, Ciaran Coulter, 

  Paddy Hughes, Cormac Hughes, Eoin Clarke and Michael Hughes 
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INTERVIEW WITH CHRISTY RING WINNER CONOR WOODS  
CONOR WOODS positively revelled in 

Downõs last gasp Christy Ring victory 

over Kerry at Croke Park. He had good 

reason to. Not only was he arguably 

Downõs most important player en route 

to the final but only a matter of months 

ago he wasnõt even part of the Down 

squad. 

 
òIõm only back about two or three 

months now,ó explained Woods. òI was 

over in London, working. Whenever I 

graduated last year I couldnõt get a job 

over here and then I went to London but 

then an opportunity arose in Belfast and I 

took it.ó 

 
 òI was worried that I hadnõt much train-

ing done during pre-season but I was able 

to pick it up enough and things have been 

going well for me.ó 
Woods neednõt have worried. The dy-

namic 24 year old civil engineer has been 

the fulcrum of the Down defence this 

year and his exceptional performance in 

the semi-final replay against Meath in 

Ballycran was one of the very reasons 

Down progressed to the final at Croke 

Park. 
In the first semi-final against Meath in 

Trim, Stephen Clynch scored 15 points 

against Down but in the replay, Woods 

was assigned to Meathõs chief marksmen 

and he could only muster five points, 

three of which arrived courtesy of the 

dead ball. 

 
The replayed semi-final meant that Down 

were in action every week since the be-

ginning of May. Given their hectic sched-

ule Down could have been forgiven had 

they showed signs of tiredness in the final 

but Woods believes that playing continu-

ously actually worked to Downõs ad-

vantage. 

 
òIt was good to rattle the games off and 

it gave us a sense of momentum,ó he said. 

òI think we were very well looked after. 

During the week we more or less did no 

training at all. There was a lot of stretch-

ing and we were pucking about. We 

werenõt trained hard. We had a good bit 

of the hard work done before the six 

weeks.ó 
Down were beaten in the first round of 

the Christy Ring at Páirc Esler by Kerry, 

which made Saturdayõs victory all the 

sweeter for the Ballycran man and his 

team-mates. 

 
òThey beat us in the first round up in 

Newry. It was a tough game and theyõre a 

good team and it makes it all the sweeter 

that weõve beaten them. We felt that we 

were getting good momentum the whole 

way through the competition.ó 

 

Having lost Christy Ring finals in 2005 

and 2009, Woods admitted that it was 

particularly important for senior mem-

bers of the panel to take home a winnerõs 

medal in 2013. 

 
òIt was third time lucky. Itõs a brilliant 

feeling especially for the fellas whoõve 

played in the previous two finals. If those 

boys had been beaten again it wouldnõt 

have been justice done for them. I feel 

they needed this. The likes of Paul Braniff 

can finish his career having won the 

Christy Ring as captain so itõs brilliant for 

him. It means so much to them boys.ó 

 
Woods, though, hopes to pick up further 

accolades with Down. The Ards men will 

be competing in the Ulster Championship 

this Sunday when neighbours Armagh will 

be their opponents in the quarter-final.  

Down will be favoured to progress to 

the semi-final where Derry lie in wait. 

Antrim may still be some way in front of 

the other Ulster teams but after picking 

up the Christy Ring this year Woods 

believes that there are greater things to 

come from this Down team. 

 
òI definitely felt that it was going to hap-

pen this year with the way things were 

going,ó he said. òHopefully now, we can 

kick on and win more silverware over 

the next few years.ó  

Paul Flynn visited Warrenpoint to give a coaching 

course to our Hurling Fiele na nGael representatives 

Bredagh and CPN recently.   

 
Both clubs will be travelling to Limerick on the first 

weekend of July to represent Down at the National 

Competition.  

BEST OF LUCK IN FÉIL E 

A busy next couple of weeks for your Extra Time joint editor Diarmuid Cahill who as National  
Chairman of Féile will be in Derry this weekend and Limerick next weekend overseeing these two great 

festivals of Gaelic Games. 

 

We wish the Down Teams Burren and Drumgath in Football and Bredagh and C.P.N in hurling every suc-

cess and a most enjoyable weekend and to our Skills competitor Conor McCrickard from Liatroim all our best wishes. 

ULSTER GAA GAELTACHT COURSE  
The Ulster GAA's annual Gaeltacht course, Cúrsa Shéamuis de 

Faoite, will take place at Downings during the week of 22-27 July 

2013.  This is the 25th year of the course.  

 
As usual, Irish classes will be held for learners of all abilities during 

the week, as well as singing and dancing classes. There will also be 

variety entertainment every night, céilí dancing, a Scór concert and 

a silver jubilee 'discussion forum' on the first evening, at which 

special guests who have had a connection to the course will be 

present to share their memories. 

 
A hearty welcome will be extended to GAA members who wish 

to learn Irish or improve their command of the language. An ex-

cellent week is promised. The course is free to GAA members, 

who have only to register early and organise their own accommo-

dation. 

 
Further information can be obtained from the Ulster Council at 

info.ulster@gaa.ie or 028-37517180. 
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2012 Young Female Player of the Year Lorraine Havern, 

Down receives her award from Uachtar§n CLG Liathr·id  

L§imhe Walter O'Connor and Uachtar§n CLG Liam O'Neill 

òJOIN INó INITIATIVE. 
 

What is Join in? 

 
Join In started during the 2012 Olympics. On the 

weekend between the end of the Olympics and 

the start of the Paralympics, 300,000 people 

took part in the inaugural Join In by going back 

to where it starts for every great champion: 

their local sports club. 

 
The aim of Join In is to encourage people to help 

out at sports clubs and community groups 

around the UK. The first step is for clubs and 

groups to host special community events. 

 
Whether clubs are looking to sign up more 

members, supporters or volunteers, Join In 

events are the perfect opportunity to attract 

local people who may never have come to their 

club before. As well as showcasing every event 

on the Join In website, the Join In team helps 

event hosts with ongoing support, guidance and 

a national media campaign, backed by Olympians 

and Paralympians. 

 
Join In is managed and run by the registered 

charity, The Join In Trust Limited. 

 
Funded by government grant and the Big Lottery 

Fund, they are endorsed by the Sports Councils 

and National Governing Bodies of sport, as well 

as many local and regional sporting organisations 

and community organisations. 

 
If you would like to know more about Join In, 

please email hello@joininuk.org. 

 
For all press enquiries, please contact the press 

office: media@joininuk.org 

 
More information can also be found on the web-

site: https://www.joininuk.org/ 
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DOWN GAA STRATEGY 2010 ð 2014 
òWHAT GETS MEASURED GETS DONEó 

Recommendation 8.1 : Irish Culture and Heritage  
òThe officer for the Irish Language and Culture to have overall 

responsibility for the promotion of Culture, Heritage and the 

Irish Language, together with County Cultural Committee. 

 

Outcome Sought  
One County Management-level Officer co-ordinating all the  

Cultural and Language issues in the County, in co-operation with 

the County Cultural Committee and Divisional Committee.ó 

 

Recommendation 8.3  

 òFacilitate Clubs in taking part in Scor by: 

¶ Branding and promoting Scor positively; 

¶ Seeking sponsors for Scor; 

¶ Show casing Scor champions at County GAA events; 

¶ Requesting Clubs to nominate a dedicated Cultural Officer; 

¶ Including a Scor, heritage and Irish Language section on the 

County Website. 

 

Outcome Sought  
A vibrant brand for Scor which will encourage  

increased participation.ó 

 

Recommendation 8.4 (a) and (b)  
òAssist Clubs in using the Irish Language in Team Lists, Letter 

Headings and Signage. 
Support County and Club Officers/Personnel in using Irish 

phrases at meetings, social functions P.A. announcements at 

games etc. 

 

Outcome Sought  

Practical support for Clubs and Officials.ó 

Recommendation 8.5 (a) and (b)  
òAssist clubs in organising Irish Language Classes/courses either 

individually or in clusters/networks. 
Continue to organise the current Irish Language Scholarship 

Scheme for Gaeltacht students. 
 

Outcome Sought  

An organised approach to the promotion of Irish. 
Encouraging young people to attend the Gaeltacht in order to 

improve their Irish.ó 

 

Recommendation 8.8  

òDevelop formal links with other Irish Cultural organisations. 
 

Outcome Sought  

Network of kindred groups.ó 

 

Recorded in County Convention booklet 2012  

¶ 50 Irish Scholarships awarded.  

¶ 250 children attended Camp Chormaic.  

¶ 16 teams took part in Trath na gCeist Gaeilge.   

¶ 907 competitors took part in Scor and Scor a nOg.   

¶ Scor competitors sing Amhran na bhFiann at games.   

¶ Scor Celebration Night held at Easter.   

¶ Down Scor competitors took part in the Cursa cuimhneach-

ain Sheamuis de Faoite ð Concert in Donegal. 
 
LEAD OFFICER:   

County Officer for Irish Cultural Language and Culture 
 

LEAD COMMITTEE:   

County Cultural Committee and Divisional Committees 

THE  14TH  ANNUAL  ALLȤIRELAND  GAA  GOLF  CHA LLENGE  
The All Ireland GAA 

Golf Challenge has 

long been established 

as the premier golf 

competition for 

Gaels.  

 
Now in its 14th year 

and third at the ma-

jestic Waterford Cas-

tle Golf Club, it is 

now synonymous 

with its staging be-

tween the AllȤIreland 

senior finals in Sep-

tember, GAA's ulti-

mate month.  

 
While most of us can 

only dream of lift-

ing the Sam Maguire or Liam MacCarthy Cup, 

the Liam MacCarthy Waterford Crystal trophy 

and gold AllȤ Ireland medals are just some of the 

prizes that are within the grasp of every golfȤ
loving Gael with a GUI handicap both in Ireland 

and abroad.  

 
You and your three clubȤmates will battle it out 

over two days with other fourȤperson teams 

eager to bring AllȤIreland glory to their club.  

 

Aside from the fierce competition over the  
weekend, the Challenge has been famous for 

the Craic.   

 
The AllȤIreland GAA Golf Challenge has built up 

plenty of support among the greatest GAA per-

sonalities since its inception in 2000.  

 
Kilkenny legend Eddie Keher and former GAA 

president Seán Kelly are the patrons of the Chal-

lenge and Barney Rock, Liam Sheedy, Declan 

Ryan, Eddie Brennan, Davy Fitzgerald and Stevie 

McDonnell are just some of the high profile 

names who endorse and play in the event.  

 

All that remains to be said is: 

Why  canõt you win  an AllȤIreland?  

 

The event will take place September 12 and 14 
in aid of Opt For Life and local Waterford chari-

ties.  Entry costs just ú200 per person, which 

includes accommodation for two nights, golf, 

meals, refreshments and entertainment on both 

nights. Email: allirelandgaagolf@gmail.com for 

more details 

PITCH  
ADMINISTRATION 

SOFTWARE  
A website/software and an 

app is currently being devel-

oped to allow clubs and 

coaches to effectively manage 

the use of their pitches, it will 

also include things like book-

ing slots for matches & train-

ing, checking availability, mon-

itoring usage, maintenance 

schedules etc. 

 
The developer would like to 

get the thoughts of club sec-

retaries as to whether they 

think this would be a good 

idea, how they manage their 

pitches today and what sort 

of things they would like to 

see in such a product. To do 

this the developers has a 

survey he would like people 

to complete. 
 

Contact:  

Gerard Corrigan 

Email:  

gercorri@gmail.com 
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UPDATE FROM EAST DOWN  

 

 
Sported. are an organisation which  
supports sports clubs in the 6 counties 

who engage with young people aged 11-25 

years; thus all our GAA clubs. 
 
Sported. was set-up as a charity on the 

back of the London 2012 Olympics with 

the aim of using sport as a means by which 

to transform the lives of disadvantaged 

young people. 
 
Clubs can become members of Sported. 

for free by following the links below Mem-

bership information and membership form. 

 
The three main areas of support offered 

to clubs are: 

1. Funding  
Sported. invite their member 

clubs to apply for significant 

pots of money which can be 

put to use within the Club. 

Sported. newsletters will 

keep Clubs informed of oth-

er sources of funding 
 

2. Skilled Volunteers  
Sported. appoints a volunteer to engage 

with the Club on any developmental issues 
 

3. Online Services  
Sported. members can gain access to a 

range of online resources and templates in 

relation to many areas of club business. 

If your club wishes to find out more about 

Sported. please visit their website on  

http://www.sported.org.uk/  

 

or contact  

 

Brenda Kelly,  

local Manager of Sported. on 

b.kelly@sported.org.uk 

¶ All clubs are reminded that the only way of communicating 

with the board is though the club secretary and board secre-

tary 

 

¶ The East Down U-14 Development squad has finished its 

trials and in the coming week the squad will be announced via 

club secretaries. We had a superb attendance this year and 

very high standard making life all the harder finalising the 

squad. We would ask the managers, coaches and parents of 

these young lads to please pass on our thanks to the players 

who didnõt make the final squad and as we said at the trials it 

is not the end of their County Down careers. We will be 

watching them at matches and we will bring them back in 

again if we feel their form deserves it. There are always goals 

and the U15s next year is the next step on the ladder. 

 

¶ The draws for the East Down U-14 championship have been 

made they are as follows: 

 
U14 A Championship  

Top 5 Teams Round Robin with 2 semi-finals and Final  

(Score Difference will apply) 

 

Teams  
1. Carryduff,  2. RGU Downpatrick,  3. Bredagh,  

4. Bryansford,  5. Liatriom 
 

Round 1 -  Monday 29th July 

Round 2 ð  Monday 5th August 

Round 3 -  Monday 12th August 

Round 4 -  Monday 19th August 

Round 5 ð  Monday 26th August 

Semi-Finals ð  Saturday 7th September 

East Down Final ð  Saturday 14th September   

County Final -  TBC 

 
U14 B Championship  

2nd Best 8 Teams Round Robin (2 Groups of 4) with 2 semi-

finals and Final (Score Difference will apply) 
 

Teams  

1. Saul,  2. Castlewellan 3. Kilcoo 

4. Loughinisland 5. St Pauls 6. Bright 

7. Kilclief  8. Teconnaught 

Group A    Group B  

1. Saul    1. Castlewellan 

2. Kilcoo    2. Loughinisland 

3. St Paulõs   3. Bright 

4. Kilclief    4. Teconnaught   

 

Round 1 ð  Monday 29th July  

Round 2 -  Monday 5th August 

Round 3 -  Monday 12th August 

Semi-Finals ð  Monday 26th August 

East Down Final ð  Saturday 14th September   

County Final -  TBC 

 
U14 C Championship  

3rd Best 9 Teams Round Robin (1 Group of 5 and 1 Group of 

4 ) with 2 semi-finals and Final (Score Difference will apply) 

 

Teams  

1. St Johnõs 2. Bredagh B 3. Drumaness 

4. Darragh Cross    5. Aughlisnafin 6. St Josephõs 

7. Dromara 8. Carryduff B 9. Ardglass 

 

Group A    Group B  

1. St Johnõs     1.  Bredagh B 

2. Drumaness       2.  Darragh Cross 

3. Carryduff B                 3.  Aughlisnafin 

4. Ardglass   4.  Dromara 

5. St Josephõs       

 

Round 1 ð  Monday 29th July 

Round 2 -  Monday 5th August 

Round 3 -  Monday 12th August 

Round 4 ð  Monday 19th August (Group A) 

Semi-Finals ð  Monday 26th August 

East Down Final ð  Saturday 14th September   

County Final -  TBC 

 

**Dates may be changed at the East Down Board Discretion** 
**But we aske all clubs that games are played on the date 

above**  

 

¶ Up to date East Down League tables can be viewed online at 

www.downgaa.net 

SPORTED. FOR GAA CLU BS 
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CHRISTY RING CUP SUC CESS! 
Pride of place must go to the Senior Intercounty Hurlers, 

having played on 5 successive Saturdayõs in the path to the 

final, [not to mention the commitment to their Club with 

games on many a following Sunday plus on some weeks 

Wednesday nights], the players finally achieved the holy grail 

on Saturday 8th June 2013 on the hallowed setting of Croke 

Park. 

 
The commitment, sacrifice, effort, self belief, never say die atti-

tude, ability, magnificent defending / scoring in games and training 

by this bunch of players, epitomises all that is good in Down Hurl-

ing. 

 
On Saturday 4th May, in Páirc Eslér, defeat by 2points by visitors 

Kerry, in the first round of the Competition, seen Down enter 

the ôscenic routeõ to the Final, with games against Armagh, Derry, 

extra time and replay with Meath on 4 successive Saturdays, be-

fore the clash of the Kingdoms.  This time the Mourne Kingdom 

were successful with a 3 - 16 to 2 ð 17 score line, a unique fea-

ture of this score was the fact that Kerry won the initial game by 

the same score and margin.  This victory maintains Downõs great 

tradition of not succumbing to Kerry in All Ireland Finals in Croke 

Park. 

 
What other Intercounty Competition is played and completed 

during a 5 week period/ the second tier hurling All Ireland com-

petition! 

 
Down have competed every Year in the competition since its 

inception in 2005, loosing in controversial circumstances against 

Westmeath in 2005, defeated in 2009 by Carlow another 4 Years 

elapsed before reaching the final only this time emerging victori-

ous. 

 
To Gerard Monan, Manager, Martin Mc Cusker, Stephen Mc 

Aree, Paul Flynn, who would be seen on the sideline during 

games, ably assisted by Leighton Bradgate, Niall Sheehy, Alan Sav-

age, Stephen Mc Shane and Fionnbarr Dorrian, a small but yet 

efficient team, congratulations to one and all. 

 
It would be remiss of me if I didnõt take this opportunity to place 

on record the wholehearted thanks of the Hurling fraternity to 

Co, Cathaoirleach Seamus Walshe, Co. Runai, Sean Og Mc Ateer, 

Cisteoir Brendan Fitzpatrick and William James Smyth, for their 

complete backing and support for the team, not once were they 

found lacking in any request made. 

 

CUP VISITATIONS:  
Any unit of the association who 

wishes to request the presence of 

the Cup and or player / member of 

management, at a School / Club 

function should make contact  

Grainne Stacey at administra-

tor1.down@gaa.ie to book the Cup or contact Grainne at the 

Co. Office, giving as much notice as possible. 

 

COUNTY TEAMS  
SENIOR: ULSTER SENIO R HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP  
Barely a week after the efforts in winning the Christy Ring Cup, 

Down Senior Hurlers played in the Quarter Final of the Ulster 

Championship against local neighbours Armagh in Páirc Eslér, 

where they won by 15points on a 3 - 20 to 1 -11 score line, next 

game is scheduled for Sunday 30th June at a venue to be decided 

(at time of writing).  I would make a personal appeal to as many 

supporters as possible to come along and support the team in 

annexing the Ulster Senior Hurling Championship and thus round 

off a magnificent year.  

 
Minor Hurlers:  The Minors under the Management of Gerard 

Mc Grattan, have also played their opening game in the Ulster 

Minor Hurling Championship, with a 2 -12 to 1 ð 9 victory over 

Derry, played prior to the Senior game in Páirc Esler on Sunday 

16th June 2013.  Congratulations to all involved with the team. 

 
U-21: Under Stephen Mc Aree and Paul Flynn, in between Senior 

and Minor training, are assembling a panel which should be com-

petitive  and bring the necessary success due to this age group, 

already they are preparing for the Ulster Championship in July. 

 

Poc Fada:  
On Saturday 1st June 2013, at Downpatrick Horse Racecourse, 

Down Póc Fada took place, with entries from Senior Hurlers, 

Senior Camogie, U ð 16 Camogie and Hurling, along with 3 per-

son teams representing Clubs and Minor 

Co. Panellistsõ.  

 

The various winners were  

Senior Hurling;  Karol Keating,  

Senior Camogie;  Catrina  Mc Crickard,  

U -16 Hurling;  Ciaran Monan,  

U -16 Camogie;  Amy Freer 

 
The aforementioned 4 progressed  to the 

Ulster Final at Divis Mountain on Friday 

21st June.  Catrina and Amy went on to 

claim the Ulster Title so well done to both. 

 

Clonduff Camogie Club and Portaferry GAC won the respective 

team competitions. 

 

Unfortunately representatives from the Co. Senior Hurlers in the 

individual and team event didnõt materialise as they were prepar-

ing for the relay of the Christy Ring Cup semi final against Meath 

later in the day. 

 

Hurling thought for next Month:  
Every young male, [female up to 12], should be afforded the op-

portunity to participate in Hurling, they should then be free to 

decide if they wish to continue to play Hurling or not; perhaps 

this could be an ambition within Down in the incoming Year/s!  

COISTE IOMÁNA JUNE 2013  

mailto:administrator1.down@gaa.ie
mailto:administrator1.down@gaa.ie
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The work of the County 

Development Committee 

will be more effective if 

there is liaison with each 

Club through a person ap-

pointed to look after devel-

opment in the Club.  

 
It is recommended that all clubs 

appoint a Development Officer 

to allow for improved commu-

nication and better coordina-

tion of development matters 

between the County 
Development Officer/

Committee and the Club. 

 
Development is more than 

about developing Club facilities. 

 
It is about developing the Club 

as a unit in terms of 

administration and activity.  

 
While the Club Chairman plays 

a key role in initiating the  

development of a Club plan, a 

development officer will assist 

greatly in its implementation. 

 
The Development Officer 

should seek ways to improve 

the general organisation, struc-

ture and efficiency of the Club 

unit and ways to improve the 

facilities in the Club.  

 
He/she should ensure that the 

Club is availing of all administra-

tion resources and education 

programmes provided by the 

GAA for the Club. 

 

òThe Development 

Officer should seek 

ways to improve the 

general organisation, 

structure and 

efficiency of 

the Club unit. ó 

 

U16 A CHAMPIONSHIP  

U16 A Championship will be  a 

16 team straight knock-out -1st 

round games taking place 
on Thursday Aug 29th with the 

Q/finals being on Fri 13th/Sat 

14th September. Semi-finals 

and Final dates to be con-

firmed.  The Draw will take 

place after the County Board 

meeting on July 4th. 

 
All Div 1 teams plus the top 7 

from Div 2 will participate in 

the A while the remaining 

Teams from Div 2 will com-

pete in the B along with teams 

from Div 3A & Div 3B. 
  
U16 B CHAMPIONSHIP  

U16 B Championship will  be 

Round Robin starting on July 

25th.There will three groups of 

5 and one group of 6 teams. 

 
Games will be run over 4-5 

consecutive Thursdays and the 

winners of each Group will 

proceed to the Quarter Finals. 

Semi-finals and Final dates to 

be confirmed. 

  
MINOR A  

CHAMPIONSHIP  

The Minor A Championship   

will be a 16 team Round Robin 

Championship with games 

commencing on Tuesday 30th 

July followed by games on 

Tuesdays 6th and 20th of Au-

gust..Top 2 in each group will 

qualify for the  Q/Finals sched-

uled for  Fri 6th/Sat 

7thSept  .Semi-finals and Final 

dates to be confirmed. All 

teams in Div 1 and the top 5 

Teams in Div 2 will be in the A 

Championship while the rest of 

Div 2 and all Div 3 will be in 

the B Championship. 

  

MINOR B  

CHAMPIONSHIP   

The Minor B Championship  

will also be Round Robin with 

three groups of 5 and one 

group of 4 played over four 

Thursdays starting on July 30th 

followed by games on Tuesdays 

6th,13th and 20th. of August 

The top two in each group will 

qualify for the Q/finals. Sched-

uled for Fri 6th/ Sat 7th Sept. 

Semi-finals and Final dates to 

be confirmed. 
  

All draws for the Round-Robin 

Championships will take place 

after the County Board Meet-

ing on July 4th and the Draw 

for the actual games (home/

away) within each Group will 

follow that. 

Have an individual or group 

who deals specifically with fund-

ing- ask the committee to for-

ward grant opportunities. 

 
Arrange a meeting with your 

local council- find out what is 

available and who the contact 

people are. 

 
Liaise closely with the grant 

provider before starting an 

application- make sure grant is 

suitable. 

 
Donõt attempt to make 

your proposal fit a grant if 

it doesnõt really fit! ð your 

project has to align to the fun-

ders funding objectives and 

criteria.  Apply where there is a 

specific need.   
 
Match the project and its deliv-

ery to the funding providerõs 

objectives and requirements.  

 
Your application needs to 

state:  

¶ That you deserve the sup-

port on offer and why you 

deserve it.  
¶ That what you need the 

money for and how you will 

deliver the project will meet 

the funderõs criteria.  

 
Remember that funders have 

money that they have to give 

away- it is our job to ensure we 

meet the criteria and are suc-

cessful.   
 

Funders like to perpetually fund 

good projects.   

 

Key good practice notes:  
Thoroughly read the application 

guidelines making a note of:  

* purpose of the grant,  

* key objectives,  

* eligibility criteria,  

* key dates and deadlines,  

* legal details etc.  
 

Ensure quotations are accurate. 
 

Apply for resources which can 

be invoiced- pay by cheque 

where possible for traceability- 

difficult to trace payment of 

cash. 
Have a clear understanding of 

the type of organisation you are

- mention full range of your 

activities- sport and social, cul-

tural and community.   

 
Have a clear understanding of 

the people you support- who 

comes to your club- age ranges, 

gender, race and ethnicity, reli-

gion, do you cater for people 

with disabilities. 

 
Restate the funding bodyõs aims 

and objectives in the application 

 
Save copies of all applications- 

useful when completing future 

applications 

 
Create a database of grants 

applied for.   

 
Remember to always complete 

and return evaluation forms.  

Donõt just say everything went 

smoothly- be honest and tell of 

how you would improve the 

service of doing it again in the 

future. 

 

Key tips:  

¶ be to the point and concise. 

¶ ensure all necessary sup-

porting documents are 

attached 

¶ send within the specified 

deadline 
¶ provide adequate timelines 

(if a long term project) 

¶ present it as well planned 

¶ demonstrate how the pro-

ject meets the funderõs 

criteria 

¶ ensure budget is accurate- 

shows good financial man-

agement  
¶ effective monitoring and 

evaluation of the activity 

(where applicable). 

¶ project needs to represent 

value for money  

 

Useful search links:  
NICVA- Follow grant tracker 

on facebook 
 

NICVA- subscribe for member-

ship (£100) 
 

Newry and Mourne district 

Council- grants database 

CLUB DEVELOMENT OFFICER  GRANT FUNDING NOTES  

U16 AND MINOR CHAMPI ONSHIPS  
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GAA HAWK -EYE 
Specsavers were announced as the 

official sponsor of the new Hawkeye 

points detection technology at Croke 

Park on April 22, 2013. 

 
This state of the art system is currently 

being used for both Hurling and Foot-

ball Championship games in Croke 

Park.  It is to support the decision 

making of the referee in the eventuality 

of any ambiguity as to whether a point 

has been scored or not. 

 

How HawkEye (sponsored by Specsavers) Point Detection Technology Works  
The new Hawkeye point detection technology for both hurling and football at Croke Park was first utilised on June 1 at the Leinster 

GAA Football Senior Championship Quarter-final double header. 

 
Hawkeye provides real-time imagery on the stadium's big screen of a ball's trajectory over the posts to remove any ambiguity over 

whether a point was scored or missed. Here's a full explanation of how the new system will work. 

 

Where will it operate?  

¶ National Research Committee 

recommends the introduction of 

Hawk-Eye to Croke Park in 2011. 
¶ Hawk-Eye Point Detection System 

trialled for the past 14 months. 

¶ Having commenced on June 1, 

2013 Hawk-Eye will be used in 

Croke Park for a 2 year trial period 

on the basis of the approval of 

Motion 52 at this yearõs Congress ð 

86% in favour; 14% against 

 

What will it NOT do?  

¶ Does NOT detect goals 

¶ Does NOT cover playing rule in-

fringements e.g. Square Ball 

¶ Does NOT involve a TMO 

(Television Match Official) 

 

What WILL it do?  

¶ Covers Gaelic Football and Hurling 

¶ Detects points only 

 

How does it work?  

¶ 8 high speed cameras 

¶ Ball position triangulated using 4 

cameras covering each end 
¶ Height: Up to 26metres i.e. maxi-

mum height of goal posts (13m) 

and a further 13m on a virtual ba-

sis. 
¶ Width: Ball is tracked up to 4 me-

tres outside of each post on a vir-

tual basis. 

¶ Where there is any contact between the ball and the virtual post the shot will register as a ômissõ i.e. wide. 

¶ This is per the Playing Rules: Rule 3 ð Scores: òA point is scored when the ball is played over the crossbar between the posts by 

either teamó. 

¶ Ball and posts both tracked in real time 

¶ Automated decision made within 1 second 
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Primary Protocol  

¶ Umpire makes a ôboxõ signal with his hands to indicate to the Referee that a request for a Hawk-Eye review is being sought 

¶ Referee seeks Hawk-Eye review via communication system and makes ôboxõ signal with his hand 

¶ The Hawk-Eye replay is shown on the Big Screen 

¶ Referee confirms Hawk-Eye decision and indicates and awards either a ôpointõ or a miss i.e. a wide or a õ45/õ65. Umpire signals the 

decision 

 

Communicating The Decision  

¶ Virtual Reality (VR) replay of point 

¶ On Big Screen 

¶ On TV 

 

What happens if Umpire  

does not make a decision?  
Where Umpire does not indicate that a 

point has been scored and the play 

continues: 
¶ Review Official communicates to 

Referee that a Hawk-Eye review is 

necessary 

¶ Referee stops play 

¶ Referee makes a ôboxõ signal with 

his hands to seek Hawk-Eye review 

¶ The Hawk-Eye replay is shown on 

the Big Screen 
¶ Referee confirms Hawk-Eye deci-

sion and awards a ôpointõ. Umpire 

signals the decision. 

 
What happens if Referee seeks 

Hawk -Eye review of an Umpire 

decision? 
Where Umpire makes an incorrect 

decision regarding a ôpointõ or ôwideõ: 

¶ Umpire makes incorrect decision 

(i.e. ôpointõ or ôwideõ) 
¶ Review Official communicates to 

Referee that a Hawk-Eye review is 

necessary 

¶ Referee makes a ôboxõ signal with 

his hands to seek Hawk-Eye review 

¶ The Hawk-Eye replay is shown on the Big Screen 

¶ Referee confirms Hawk-Eye decision and makes the appropriate decision. Umpire signals that decision. 

 

Back-up Communication  

Unavailability of Big Screen 

¶ Where the Big Screen is unavailable all decision will be announced to spectators via the PA system 

¶ Where the games is televised the decision will be shown on TV despite the unavailability of the Big Screen and confirmed with 

the match officials 

¶ Hawk-Eye data unavailable 

¶ If for any reason the Hawk-Eye result is unavailable, the final decision of ôpointõ or ôwideõ will be made by the match officials 

¶ An appropriate graphic indicating same will appear on the Big Screen 
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PADDY MAC FLYNN  
We send best wishes 

at this time to our 

President Paddy Mac 

Flynn who is currently 

in Hospital.  

 
We hope that this 

great man who is 95 

years young will soon 

be back at our meet-

ings providing us all with his wealth of knowledge and 

wisdom. 

 

DANNY MURPHY  
Best Wishes are also extended to our Provincial Direc-

tor Danny Murphy who has undergone surgery this 

week and we hope that Danny will soon be back out 

doing what he does best guiding the affairs of Ulster 

GAA. 

 

TICKETS  
Down GAA have 

access to Tickets for 

all of the Provincial 

Finals Football and 

Hurling as well as all 

games in the Qualifi-

ers to obtain tickets 

for any of these games during the summer then contact 

the County Office in Castlewellan 028 4377 0880 

 

SUPPORTING THE COUNT Y    
There is a feel good factor in Down GAA at present 

with the success of our hurlers and the brave perfor-

mances of our footballers.  

 
For as little as £10.00 you can play your part in making 

the dream become reality, Join Club Down today and 

make sure you are helping make the difference.  

 
Application forms are available by contacting the County 

Office. 

 

FUNDRAISING    
In Down we are very lucky 

that a lot of our Clubs have 

excellent Club Premises 

and facilities, this is indeed 

a great credit to all the 

volunteers who put them 

there. So I ask the question 

would your Club be open 

to hosting an event for the 

County once a year. 

 
By this I mean would you 

give over your Social Club/Premises to the County one 

night in the year whereby an event could be organised 

and promoted by the County and your Club still enjoys a 

profitable night.  

 
If you would like to explore this idea further then con-

tact Sean Og for details. 

CROKER TO HOST CONGR ESS  

EVERY THREE YEARS  
Croke Park will host the GAA's annual Congress every three years, 

Central Council has decided. 

 
For many years, the annual gathering of GAA delegates was a perma-

nent fixture at the Gresham Hotel on Dublin's O'Connell Street before 

a motion successfully tabled by Westmeath led to it being held at differ-

ent locations around the country each year. It was even held in London 

in the mid-1990s. 

 
But now Central Council has drawn up a new hosting rota that will see 

Croke Park host Congress in a year where there is a presidential elec-

tion (every third year). In the second year of the new rota, the presi-

dent-elect's home county will stage Congress, subject to the availability 

of a suitable venue. 

 
The move has been prompted after many in the Association felt Croke 

Park's state-of-the-art facilities and location in the capital were compara-

ble with any venue. Ironically, a motion to hold all future Congresses at 

GAA headquarters was defeated at last year's annual Congress in GAA 

president Liam O'Neill's home county of Laois. 

 
The first Congress to take place at Croker under the new arrangement 

will be next year. 

SHADOW SECRETARY OF STATE VERNON 

COAKER MP ATTENDS DOWN DERRY  
ULSTER CHAMPIONSHIP GAME  

Ulster GAA President Martin McAviney was pleased to welcome Shad-

ow Secretary of State Vernon Coaker MP to Ulster GAA Championship 

Quarter Final Derry vs Down.  Commenting on the visit the Ulster 

GAA President said òWe were delighted to welcome Vernon and his 

wife to the game. Vernon and his staff have had several engagements 

with Ulster GAA over the last 18 months and we have always found him 

to be fair and honest in all dealings. His visit to our game allowed him to 

sample the fantastic atmosphere of one of our fixtures and we look 

forward to welcoming him back to another game in the future.ó 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP  

Please note that the Round Robin Championship Games within the  
Morgan Fuels SFC, Around A Pound IFC and the JFC will be held over 

the weekends of  Fridays August 9th, August 16th & August 30th. 
 

Games will be played over the Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sundays  

of these weekends and will be in neutral venues. 
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